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Tw ard" Reiners, jet the Earth | 
Rejigce, let the. Maltitnds 2 5 be 
Les be glad thereof. 141 


HA T the World was nel at firſt 
1 bya Being, inſinitely Wiſe and Pow- 
er nl muſt be readily 92 5 by every one 
that has not lay'd aſide his Rea ſon, to gra- 
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tifie fome vicious Inelinations of his own: 
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ang of Nature, and conſider the great Va- 


Tory and Excellency of the Parts-that-go | 


to its Compoſition, the Admirable Frame 
and Contexture of them, the exact * 
metry and Proportion that is amongſt e 


the great Uſefulneſs and 2 4 ; ; 1 


every Member, to all the reſt, and the Re- 
gular Motions, Rules, and Orders that are 


* 
ny i 1 18 


W . 


obſerved by them; I ſay, who can run . | 


over all this, even with a Tranſient Su- 


perficial View, and yet be ſo Senſeleſs and 


Stupid as to imagine that all was brought . + 
about by meer Chance and Accident, by 
a fal Reincounter of ſome ſmall Parti- 
cles of Matters, which after a Thouſand 
Tryals and Efforts in vain, at laſt ver 

luckily fell into this wonderful rs 
Frame; or rather, who can forbear to ſay, 
in the La 

Heavens declare the Glory of God, and the 
Hrmament ſpemeth his Handy-Work, and to 


confels with all ſober Men, "that this great 


Stupendious Pile, was no other but the 


Scheme and Contrivance of an Infinite 
_ Underſtanding, the Labour and Produ&ti- 


* 


| 
— 
i 


nguage of the Inſpired King, Ihe 


on of Irreſiſtable Power, and Unbounded ; 


Goodneſs. 


And as _ World 4 not be formed 


Went ſuch an n hty Agent, no more 
could it be kept 222 and Go- 


yern'd without the conſtant Care and Vi- | 
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gilance of a never-failing Providence: The 
Inabilities of all ſecond Cauſes to ſupport = 
their own Beings, to exert their Natural 
Powers and Capacities, to purſue the Ends 
of their Creation, are ſo many Irrefraga- 
ble Proofs of ſome unſeen Hand, that 
guides all the Springs of this great Machine, 
and enables them to Accompliſh the De- 
ſigns of Eternal Wiſdom. And if we ex- 
tend our Thoughts beyond the leſs noble 
Parts of the Univerſe, to the Race of Men, 
and to Humane Societies; if we conſider 
the Riſe and Progreſs of the greateſt Em- 
pires, from Poor and Mean Beginnings, 
the Fall and Declenſion of the ſame, from 
their Towering Heights by the moſt: Con- 
temptible Cauſes, the many Signal Deli- 
verances that Righteous States have met 
with in their greateſt Extremities, and 
the Remarkable Judgments that have 
_ overtaken a Wicked and Impenitent Peo- 
ple; if we reflect upon the many Wonder- 
ful Changes and Revolutions that have 
happened in all Nations, and how: the ex- 
act Period of their Accompliſing in ſome 
particular Inſtances has been foretold and 
pointed at ſeveral Ages before they came 
to paſs, we {hall have à Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes to confirm our Faith in that great 
Article, that there is a God WhO Ruleth in 
Heaven, and over all the Kingdoms of the 
A „ Earth, 
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Earth, and that Perſwaſion will lead us to 
the inference the P/almiſt makes from this 
Doctrine, that the Earth may well Rejoyce, 
and the Multituds of the Iſles be glad of it, 
{ince the Peace and Happineſs of Mankind 
is ſo very much concern'd in this Great 
and Important Truth. 

In the Words, I ſhall conſider theſe two 
Things. 

Hirſt, The Doctrine of an Active Provi- 
dence, preſiding over all the Parts of the 


World, The Lord Reigneth. | 
Secondly, The Uſefulneſs of this Doctrine 


to the . Creation, and eſpecially to 


all Orders and Ranks 'ﬆ Men ; Let the 
Earth. Repoyce. 


And Firſt, For the Doctrine it Self, that 


there 15 an Active Providence, Which con- 
cerns it Self in all the Affairs of the World, 
which Influences and Diſpoſes all Things 
according to his Eternal Counſel, is ſo 
very Evident, that we cannot form any 
Notion of God agreeable to his Nature, 
but what will neceſſarily infer ſuch a 


Wiſe and Steady Government here below. 


For a Being of Infinite Per fections, as God 
is, muſt be Furniſht with Infinite Power, 


Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and the like; theſe 


are real Excellencies and Endowments in 
What wars, ſoever they are found, and 
y 


W muſt be in God, the Cauſe 
an 


X = 
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and Fountain of all Perfections, and that 
without all Bounds and Meaſures : But to 
what purpoſe are all theſe Properties and 
Attributes aſcribed to God, if we deny 


his Providence, and diveſt him of the Rule 


and Government of the World : For what 
does an Almighty Power ſignifie, that ſits 


Idle, without ever exerting it ſelf in Pow- 


erful Actions, or an Infinite Wiſdom ſig- 
nifie that fixes no Ends, nor orders any 
Means to attain them, or Infinite G 


_ neſs, that never ſhews it ſelf inan Acts 


of Kindneſs or Beneficence ; if we — | 
all theſe Perfections of their due and pro 
per Exerciſe, as we muſt do if there be no 
ſuch thing as a Providence in the World, 
we do indeed give the Deity many Glori- 
ous Characters, but they ſtand for nothing, 
we make him a great Cypher, an uſeleſs 
inſignificant Thing, Cloath'd with many 
Glittering Empty Titles, which is all one 
as no God at all; fo that to allow a God, 
and difown his Providence, as Epicuris ; 
did, is to ſuppoſe a God that is good for 
hh] is the ſame thing as to de- 
ny his Exiſtence ; and he that allows the 


One and denies the Other, is as much an 


Atheiſt, to all Intents and Purpoſes, : as 1 PE 
that denies Both. | 


And as the Nature of God "en of us to 


the Belief and Acknowled gment of his Pro- 
vidence, 


Lids. di nem... Mana 
— 
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2 ASERMON Preachd 
vidence, ſo the Nature of all Created Be- 
ings does Abſolutely require 1t ; the Con- 
ſervation of things is no lefs an Act of Infi- 
nite Power, than the Creation of them; for 
ſince there is no ſuch neceſſary Connexi- 


on betwixt the Moments of Time, fo as 


that one Moment ſhould by a natural and 


neceſſary Cauſality produce another, it will 
follow that that which could not give it 


ſelf the Firſt Minute of its Being, cou 
not give it ſelf a Second, a Third, and ſo 


on, and conſequently the Continuation of 
all things will require the ſame Power as 


went to their Firſt . Production: And as 


the Creatures could not Preſerve them- 
ſelves in Being without an Almighty Pow- 


er to Support them, to be ſure neither could 


they Move or Act, or Perform any thing | 
proper to their ſeveral Species without 
the ſame Aſſiſtance, nor could they pur- 


ſue the Ends of their Creation fo Regu- 
larly and Conſtantly as they do, of which 


Ends all the Creatures in the World be- 
low Man are utterly Ignorant and Inſen- 
fible; I ſay *tis Impoſſible they ſhould pur- 
ſue thoſe Ends, and apply themſelves to the 
Means that lead to them, unleſs they were 
Conducted by ſome inviſible Hand and Gui- 
ded in theirCourſe by an unerring Wiſdom. 


So that whether we conſider the Nature 


of God,or the Neceſſities ofthe Creatures, | 
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if we allow his Attributes to be ſomething 


more than empty Names and inſignificant 
Titles, or if we allow all Infinite Beings to 


be as unable to Preſerve and Govern as 


they were to Create themſelves, the Doctrine 
of a Providence will unavoidably follow 


from theſe Premiſes. _ * | 
And this Doctrine is ſuch a neceffary Ba- 


ſis and Foundation of Religion, that the ho- 


ly Oracles are in noone Thing more Copi- 
ous and Particular, than in Reciting the Va- 
rious Acts of Providence to beget in ns a 
juſt Idea of the Greatneſs of the Divine 
Majeſty,” and oblige us to a conſtant Adora- 
tion of the ſame. 0 : 

Thus they aſſure us, that the High and 


Lofty One, who Inhabitetli Eternity, whoſe 


Throne is in the Heavens, and who is ſerv'd 
with the profoundeſt Submiſſions of Angels 


and Arch-Angels, and all the Orders of that 


Celeitial Hierarchy, thinks it no Diſparage- 
ment to his Greatnefs, to Humble himſelf, 
to behold and manage all the Tranfattions 
that fall out in this Lower World: "Fhat 
he hath appointed the Moon for certain Sea- 
ſons, that he hath fer a Tabernacle for the 


Sun, which cometh forth every Morning as 


a Bridegroom, and Rejoyceth as a Gyant to 
Run his Courſe, that he telleth the Num- 
ber of the Stars, and calleth them all by their 
Names, and in _ that all that 8 


in the Regions above,as Fire and Hail, Snow 
and Vapours, Wind and Storms, fulfil his 
Commands. | 

For this Earth we Inhabit, that all its 
Seminal Virtues are impregnated by his In- 
luence, ſince he cauſeth the Graſs to grow 

on the Mountains, and Herbs and Plants 
for the Uſe of Men, and Cloaths it every 
Spring with an Embreidery far beyond So- 
lomon in all his Glory. Eh, 


Ll 


And for the reſtleſs Ocean, that he has 
ſet Bounds and Limits to the Swelling Tydes, 


which they cannot exceed, and that at his 
bare Word, the Raging of its Billows, and 


Noiſe of its Waves are Huſht into Silence 


and a Calm. | 
That all living Creatures are Nouriſht by 


his Bounty, the Young Ravens when they 


Cry are Regarded by him, and the Lions 
Roaring after their Prey do ſeek their Meat 


from him : In a Word, the Eyes of all wait 


in due Seaſon. 


And laſt of all, that Man is his Special Care, 


that he has made him but little Lower than 
the Angels, and by ſubjecting his Fellow-Crea- 
tures to him, has Imprinted on him ſome 
Rays and Signatures of his own Eternal 
Soveraignty, that the Incorporation of Sin- 
gle Perions into Larger Societies is his own 
Appointment, and Rulers and Magiſtrates 
are his Ordinance. For 
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upon him, and he giveth them their Meat 
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For by him Kings Reign and Princes de- 


cree Juſtice, from him they derive their Au- 


thority, and through his Hands their Com- 
miſſions paſs; and ſo long as they follow the 
Pattern of Heaven, and Govern by the Rules 
of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, they are not 


only God's in Name, but real Images ane 
Repreſentations of the Eternal Monarch; and 


as they are Empowered by him only, to him 
only are they Accountable for their Admini- 


ſtration, he calls in their Commiſſions at 


Pleaſure, and revokes their Authority, and 


by various Inftances makes them Senſible 
that Omne ſub Regnograviore Regnum eſt, that 


his Kingdom is over all, and his Power not 

to be Queſtion'd or Controul'd. Es 
In the great Changes and Revolutions that 

fall out 1n States and Kingdoms, Men gene- 


rally look no higher than ſecond Cauſes, and 


impute all to them, ſome defect in Policy 


or Conduct was the reaſon of them we think, 
and fo trouble our Heads no further, when 
indeed nothing is fo much concerned as an 
inviſible Providence, and a ſecret Decree of 
Heaven, ſo ordering things in Mercy to ſome, 
and in Judgment to others; and when the 


Decree is once paſt, nothing ſhall alter it, 
the beſt Policy {hall be turned into Polly, 


and the greateſt Strength enfeebled, and net- 
ther Courage nor Conduct, Force nor Strata- 


gem ſhall ſtand againt the Council of the 
„„ His. And 
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And the Finger of God is oftentimes ſo vi- 


ſible in things of this Nature, that when We 


ſee the great Diſproportion there is betwixt 


the immediate Caules, and the Effects pro- 


_ duced by them, when we ſee the beſt laid 
Schemes broken and diſappointed by ſame 
unperceived Accidents, and the greateſt 
Strength overpowered by very ' poor and 


deſpicable -Inſtruments, and the greateſt 
Tranſactions brought about againſt all Hu- 


mane Probabilities, we are forced to ſay, This 


hath God done, and to confeſs with all Wiſe 


Mien, that his Kingdom is an Everlaſting 
Kingdom, and that his Dominion enduret 
throughout all Ages, that he doth accord- 
ing to his Will in the 8 of Heaven, and 
among the Inhabitants of 


what doſt thou ? | 
But I paſs on to the 


Second Thing, viz. The Advantage of 


this Doctrine to the whole Creation, and 
eſpecially to all Orders and Ranks of Men. 


And here howſoever we conſider our 
Selves, whether in a private Capacity, or as 
Members of Society, tis our Intereſt and 


our Happineſs, in all reſpects, to be under the 
Care and Inſpection, the Rule and Govern- 


ment of an Allwiſe and good Gd. 
At preſent I will only conſider Mankind 
in Community, and Endeavour to ſhew how 

THAIS neceſſary 


the Earth, and 
none can ſtay his Hand, or fay unto him, 


"RY 
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neceſſary this Doctrine is to the Peace and 


Welfare of all Publick Societies, whether 
Sacred or Civil. LP 2 


And Firſt, for that Sacred Society the 
Church. : 


Ikhis always has been, and always will be 
the immediate Care of the Almighty: ?Tis 
the Church that gives him the Honour of all 


his Works, and brings him the juſt Tribute 
and Acknowledgement of the whole Crea- 
tion, and there fore his Soveraign Power has 


been abundantly ſeen in all Ages in the De- 


fence and Preſervation of it. 
hs it was in the Infancy of the Jewiſh 
Church ; when the Sons of Facob went down 
into Egypt, they were but a Poor and De- 
ſpicable Number, and yet in no great com- 
paſs of Time they grew to ſuch a Height, 


that they became a Terrour to their Ene- 


mies, their Burdens and. Oppreſſions fery'd 


only to make them Thrive the faſter, and 


all the Arts and Policies of Pharaoh to De- 
ſtroy them, were by an over-ruling Power - 
turn'd to a different End, to render them 


ſtill more Powerful and more Formidable: 


And when they were diſmiſt from their 
Bondage, *twas with ſuch viſible Marks of 


the Divine Preſence, ſuch plain and palpa- 


ble Demogſtrations of an Almighty Power 


| Guarding and Protecting them, that all the 
| - Neighbouring Nations were Altoni{h'd at 


- on 
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the Event, and Trembled at their Approach; 


Nor did this Miraculous Condutt ceaſe till 
they were fully Settled in the Land of Pro- 

miſe, poſſeſſed of a Proſperous and Peacable 
Government, and had the Free and Glorious 
Profeſſion of the Worſhip of that one God 
among them, by whoſe mighty Hand, and 


outſtretched Arm, they had been preſerved 


in ſo many Difficulties. 


” 


which did not produce ſome remarkable 


Inſtance of the Favour or Diſpleaſure of 
the Almighty towards that People, accord- 


ing as they Obeyed, or Tranſgreſſed, the 
Laws and Statutes which he gave them. 


And ſoit was in the Infancy of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, its Growth and Progreſs was 


a clear Inſtance of a ruling Providence. 


When a ſinall handful of Men, and thoſe - 


but meanly Qualified, as toany Natural or 
Acquired Abilities, did in fo ſmall a time en- 
creaſe to ſo vaſt a Number, and propagated 


the Doctrine of Chriſt, through the greateſt 


part of the known World, in oppolition to 
all the Religions then in being, the Jewiſh 
Rites and Heathen Superſtitions, that had ſo 
long a Preſcription to plead againſt it, and 
in ſpite of the ſevereſt Perſecutions of their 


Enemies without, and all the Treacheries 


of Falſe Brethren amongſt themſelves, I ſay, 
when the Criſtian Faith was in this Man- 
by | ES. ner, 


And from that Time forward no Age paſt 'F 


ner, and by ſuch Inſtruments convey'd into, 
and ſettled in the Remoteſt Parts of the 

World, againſt all the Difficulties it had to 
Encounter, who can be ſo Blind and Stupid 
as not own that a Power more than Hu- 


| mane, muſt be concerned in this Mighty 


—_— | , $ 
And *tis very obſervable of ſome parti- 
cular Churches, that ſo long as they retained 
the Purity of the Chriſtian Doctrine and 
Diſcipline, ſo long as they kept the Primitive 
Faith untainted, and their Manners uncor- 
rupt, ſo long they were ſecure enough and 
Flouriſht even in the hotteſt Perſecutions : 
But when they fell of, and neglected their 
firſt Works, and Degenerated into Eaſe and 


Licentiouſneſs, when they no longer con- 


I 


tended for the Faith that was once deli- 
vered to the Saints, but ſuffered it to be Em- 

baſed by a Mixture of the Groſſeſt and moſt 
pernicious Errours, they were ſoon forfaken 
of Heaven, and given up a Prey to their E- 
nemies, their Candleſticks were Removed, 


and their Light Extinguiſhed, as is Evident 


in thoſe Famous Churches of Aſia, once the 
Glory of the Chriſtian World, which are ar 
this Day over-run with the fouleſt A bomina- 
tions of that Grand Impoſtor Mahomet, in- 


4 ſomuch that there is hardly any Remains of 


I 
| * 
7 * 
F ” 
* 
| 


„ 


4 riſhed. 


Church to be ſeen, where they once Flou- 


But 
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But however it may fare with Particu- 
lars, the Catholick Church we are fure ſhall. 
never fail, that is founded upon a Rock that 
nothing can Shake, Jeſus Chriſt the Eternal 
Son of God, and from hence we are aſſured 
that the Gates of Hell, all the Power and 
Policy of Satan and his Inſtruments, ſhall 
not prevail againſt it. „„ 
And the like Security has every particular 
Church, ſo long as it remains a ſecond Mem- 
ber of the Catholick, it wiſt ſtand impreg- 
nable againſt all infernal Stratagems to the 
World's End. 8 1 
And ſo will this Church whereof we are 
Members, and which God's own Right 
Hand has Planted in thefe Nations, if we do 
not confide barely in the Goodnefs of our 
Conſtitution, and the Juſtice of the Refor- 
mation, but take care to Anſwer the End of, 
them by an Uniform and Regular Piety Si | 
if we do not only ſee to the Soundneſs of our 
Principles, but alſo endeavour that our Pra- 
tice be agreeable, and are really as good 
Chriſtians as we profeſs to be, we may then 
draw very good Arguments from God Al- 
mighty's Care and Watchfulneſs over the 
Univerſal Church for the Security of our 
own, and venture all our Religious Con-. 
ceerns in his Hands, without the leaſt Scru- 

ple or Suſpicion of Miſcarriages. 


| 


Secondly; 


ven. 


but the All- Wi | 
ſons ſuitable to his Wiſdom and Goodnels.. 


the 
Ju 
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_ Secondly, The Civil State is equally Safe 
and Happy under the Protection of this So- 
veraign Power as the Eccleſiaſtical : For 
there is a peculiar Providegce that preſides 
over States and Empires, as well as over 


Individuals, and which is oftentimes more 
viſible in theſe greater Bodies, than it is in 


gle Perſons. 
3 to particular Perſons, it frequently 
happens according to the Wiſe Man's Ob- 


ſer vation, that no Man knoweth Love or 


Hatred by all that is before him, ſince good 


Men are not always attended with a Courſe 


of uninterrupted Proſperity, but often meet 
with ſore and ſharp Afflictions, and to the 


unthinking World look as if they were ut- 


terly caſt off and neglected of Heaven, 
whulſt ſome very bad Men have enjoyed 


A ong Courſe of Proſperity and Succeſs, 


and' for their better Fortune have been 
thought the greater Favourites of Hea- 


. 


ay of Proceeding, no.doubt 
God has abundant. Rea- 


And for this 


But with whole Nations he uſually deals 


1 after another Manner, and diſpenſeth Judg- 


ments and Mercies to them, according as 
Fl Govern themſelves by the Rules of 
tice and Righteouſneſs ; ſo that Solo- 
PCC mons 
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mois Obſervation is good here, hat Righteouſ- 
neſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is the Reproach 


| of a People. 


That fo it ls may be eaſily made out by 
particular Inſtances. „„ 
Look into the Story of the Old Teſta- 


ment, and obſerve the ſeveral Reigns of the 


Kings of Judah and Iſrael, and you will find 
thoſe Princes only were Great and Fortu- 
nate, and advanced the Honour and Gran- 


dure of their Kingdoms, that ſtrictly ad- 


hered to the Law of Moſes, that executed 
Juſtice and Judgment, that purged the Na- 
tion from Idolatry, and encouraged the 


Worſhip of the One True God. 


And on the other hand, thoſe Princes that 
neglected their Duty, that were Guilty of 
great Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, that went 
after Baal, and ſuffered their People to fall 
into the Heathen Pollutions, were. always 
Unfortunate, their Reigns ſhort,. and their 
Families cut off, and their Governments 


 Aﬀicted with various Calamities, and the 


People, as they {ſhared in their Princes Guilt, 


were Partners alſo in their Misfortunes, 


and Smarted for their Folly. 
And the ſame Obſervation no doubt will 


| hold good in moſt other States, ſince there 
is all the reaſon in the World to believe, that 


ſo long as any Goyernment keeps up a due 
EKReverence 
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firſt place, and then purſues the great Ends 


of Civil Society, in promoting publick Ju- 


ſtice, and ſuppreſſing Notorious Crimes, fo 


long it will be under a more Propitious and 


Favourable Aſpect of Heaven, and Maintain 
its Port and Figure in the World. 

And on the contrary, where the Reins of 
Government hang Looſe, and no regard 
is had to Truth and Juſtice, to Religion 
and good Manners, but the groſſeſt Sins be- 


come National, and have their Guilt aggra- 
vated by a Combination of Evil Doers, and 
all the while the Juſtice of a Nation is a. 


Sleep; and ſuch as are obliged to Execute 
Wrath upon the Offenders, are either them- 
ſelves engaged in the Publick Crimes, or 


look upon thoſe that are ſo with an indiffe; 


rent Eye, there is no doubt to be made, but 
in this Caſe, that Providence that watches 


over it, mult be highly Incenſed, and more 


apt to withdraw its Afiſtanice, and to leave 
ſuch a People to their Approaching Fate,and 
thoſe many heavy Calamities which ſugh 


complicated Sins may Juſtly pull don up- 


an them, e | 
And if the Almighty doth not immedi- 

ately Thunder down his Vengeance upon 

ſuch a Wicked People, tis either that they 


> ä 


Reverence to the moſt High, aad commands 
2 ſtrict Obſervation of God's Laws in the 
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20 ASERMON Preachd 
may have more time to Repeat and avert 
his Fury, or to fill up the Meaſure of their 
Sins, as the Amorites did, and then fall by 
a more remarkable Stroke of his Juſtice. _ 
From all which we may readily Infer, that 
all the Civil Rights of this Nation, in parti- 
cular, our Lives, our Fortunes, our Liber- 
ties, our Honour, and whatſoever elſe can 
render any People happy, can only be Safe 
under the Protection of the Almighty, that 
we have more Reaſon to rely on that, than 
upon any Humane Counſels, and Policies, 
ects or Armies, or the beſt Alliances, ſince 
that only can be a ſafe Retreat and invio- 
lable Sanctuary to us, in all our Neceſſi- 
ties. 3 
And that Protection will never fail us, 
if we are good Subjects of this Divine Go- 
vernment, which the Almighty exerciſes in 
the World, if we Obey its Laws, and Ac- 
quieſce in its Diſpenſations, if in the ho- 
neſt diſcharge of our Duty, we commit our 
Selves and all our Affairs to Heaven's diſpo- 
fal, we ſhall find this the beſt Method of 
our Security, and that which will Entail the 
Bleſſings we enjoy, to many ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations. JE 1 5 
And theſe Bleſſings are ſo many, and ſo 
eonſiderable, ſo Plain and Open to our View, 
upon the Annual returns of this Day, and 
„% "SE L 35 4 Upon 
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upon the Occaſion for which we are now 


Aſſembled, that we may well confeſs with _ 
the Royal Propher, ſarely the Lord Reigneth, 


and to conclude with him, that the Ns | 
Earth, and the Multitude 0 the Iſles, eſpeci- 
ally theſe Iſles we In $42 have Infi. 
nite Reaſons to be glad thereof. For to in- 
ſtance in ſome few Things. 

That the beſt of Princes fills the Throne 


of theſe Kingdoms, whoſe Virtues are 10 


far from being Eclipſed by thoſe of Her Roy- 
al Anceſtors, that: hes even add a Luſtre 
and a Brightneſs to them, whole fervent 
Piety and Zeal for Religion, may well 
make a Licentious Age to Bluſh for its Im- 
moralities, and whoſe Generous Concern 


for the Welfare of all :Her:Neighbours, as 


1 


well as of Her own People, may Teach all 


Monarchs, that their Power is never ſo well 


difplayed in Projects of Ambition, and the 


Love of Empire, as in. Ads of Univer{al 5 


Goodneſs and Beneficence. 
That we have a Wile a Prudent Mi. 


niſtry at the Helm, Men of Abilities to un- 


derſtand the true Intereſt of their Country, 
of Integrity and Courage to purſue the ſame, 


and whoſe Honour ſets them above thaſe 
mean Arts of Railing their own. Private 


Fort tunes =__— the. Ruins of te Publick. 
Wh That 
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That this Truly Primitive Church ſtands ' 
Unmoved by all the Attacks that are made 
upon Her, by the Atheiſtical Blaſphemies 
of ſome, the Open and Bare-faced Hereſies 
of others, and that obſtinate Schiſm that 
is ſo Induſtriouſly kept up, and even Tri- 
umphs over all, and can yet ſhew God be 
thanked ) a Set of as Pious and Learned 
Paſtors, a Number of as Sincere Devout 
Members in Her Communion, as any 
Church in the Chriſtian World can. 
hat this Monarchy ſtands upon its Old 
Baſis, and has gained a happy Entail in a 
Proteſtant Line, ſufficient to Silence ſome 
Men's Fears of Popery and Arbitrary Pow- 
7777 
That Peace in ſpite of all Oppoſition be- 
gins to peep through the Cloud, after a long 
and diſmal Night, to Heal thoſe deep 


Wounds, which a Bloody and Expenſive 


War, drawn out in length by ſome Men's 
inſatiable Thirſt after Wealth and Power, 
has Imprinted on theſe Nations. — 
: Thel are Bleſſings of ſuch a Nature as 


can come from nothing but the immediate 

Hand of Heaven, and may well convince 

us, that that, God who Ruleth over all, has 

not forgot tay be Gracious to us in theſe Re- 

mote Parts of the World, and that that 

. good Providence which ſpreads its Wings 
a l 
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Over the whole Creation , has not left us ou . 
of its Care and Protection. | 


And may theſe Bleſſings, with whatever- We 


elſe: we Need or Enjoy, be ſtill Preſerved to 
us, by the ſame Almighty Power; May Her 
Majeſties Sacred Perſon, and that Life upon 
which ſo much Depends, be the conſtant 
Care of the King of Kings, whom She ſo 
truly Repreſents here on Earth; May She 
long continue a Nurſing Mother to this 

Church, a Zealous Defender of the Catho- 
lick Faith, and a common Parent to all Her 
People; May Her Pious Endeavours for the 
good of Europe, be ſtill ſeconded by a Wiſe 
and Faithful Miniſtry, and all Her Cares 
for the Welfare of Her on People, be An- 


ſwered with large Returns of Duty and Af 


fection; May all unpeaceable Doctrines, which 
tend to Diſorder and Confuſion, be ever Ex- 
ploded and Diſcouraged, and all Seditious 


Practices, eſpecially thoſe Malicious Libels, 


thoſe Impudent Reflections, upon the Pub- 
lick Adminiſtration never to be endured in 
any Government, and the laſting Shame and 
Reproach of our own, may they all meet 
with that Recompence they deſerve, and 
whilſt Envy and FaCtion, like the Birds of 
Night, Creep into Holes and Corners, and 
Vent their ungrateful Murmurs in the Dark, 

may all our Temples, as oft as this Day re- 
x. | turns, 


N . , * 3 1 1 
5 
% "3%. 2 


ot 
'H 


24 ASERMON Preach'd, Ke. 
turns, Sound with the Voice of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving to God the Author of all our 
Mercies, and all our Streets with Acclamati- 
ons of Long Life, Honour, and Happineſs to 
the Queen's Moſt Excellent Majeſty : Max 
every Loyal Face ſhine with Chearfulneſs, : 
and every Engliſh Heart overflow we Joys RY 
and nothing appear in our whole Converſa- 
tion, but Mutual Endearments and Congra- 
tulations, then we ſhall not doubt to fay 
with the Pſalmiſt, Happy are the People that 
are in ſuch a Caſe ; yea, Bleſſed are the Peo- 
ple, who have the Lord for their God. 
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